                 KENYA JUNIOR SCHOOL EDUCATION ASSESSMENT
901/2: ENGLISH (Composition and Literary Analysis)
Paper 2
Time: 1 hour 50 minutes

NAME: _________________________________________ SIGN: _______________ DATE: ____________.
CANDIDATES ASSESSMENT NUMBER: ____________________________________________________.
SCHOOL: _______________________________________ SCHOOL CODE: ______________________ _.
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Write your name and assessment number in the spaces provided.

2. Write the name and code of your school in the spaces provided.

3. Write the date of the assessment and sign in the spaces provided.

4. This question paper consists of two sections: A and B.

5. Answer ALL questions in this paper.

6. Write ALL the answers in the spaces provided in this question paper.

7. Do NOT remove any page from this question paper.

8. Answer the questions in English.

For official use only

	SECTION
	A
	B



	TASK
	Task 1
	Task 2
	Task 3
	Task 4
	Task 5

	
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Question 3
	Question 4
	Question 5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Maximum Score
	15
	10
	5
	10
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Candidate’s Score
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


This paper consists of 12  printed pages. Candidates should check the question paper to ascertain that all the pages are printed as indicated and that no questions are missing.

13

                                          SECTION A: COMPOSITION WRITING: 15 MARKS
Write a composition based on the following heading:
[image: ]
                                                               THE POWER OF KINDNESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION B: ORAL LITERATURE. (10 MARKS)
The Clever Hare and the Fierce Leopard
[image: ]Long ago, in the heart of the African savannah, there lived a clever hare named Kobi. Despite his small size, he was known for his sharp wit. In the same forest lived a fierce leopard named Jango, who terrorized the other animals, hunting them not only for food but also for fun.
One dry season, food became scarce, and Jango grew hungrier and more ruthless. One day, he spotted Kobi near a waterhole and decided to make him his next meal. “Little hare,” Jango growled, “today, you shall be my lunch.”
Kobi, though frightened, quickly thought of a plan. “Oh, mighty Jango,” he said, bowing low, “I would gladly be your meal, but I am not worthy. There is a much fatter and tastier hare in the king’s well. He has been feasting on the king’s finest grains, and his meat is soft and juicy.”
Jango’s mouth watered at the thought of a bigger meal. “Where is this hare?” he demanded.
Kobi led Jango to a deep well and pointed inside. Jango peered in and saw his own reflection in the water. Thinking it was another leopard guarding the hare, he roared and pounced—straight into the deep well!
Kobi laughed as Jango struggled in the water. “You have met your match, Jango,” he said. “Your greed has trapped you!” With that, Kobi hopped away, free once more.
From that day on, the animals of the forest praised Kobi’s intelligence. 
1. Why was Jango feared by the other animals in the forest?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What problem did Jango face during the dry season, and how did it affect his behavior?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How did Kobi trick Jango into jumping into the well?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What lesson does this story teach about intelligence and strength?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. If you were in Jango’s position, what would you have done differently to avoid being tricked?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



[image: ]SECTION C: POETRY: 5 marks





It Couldn’t Be Done
Somebody said that it couldn’t be done,
But he with a chuckle replied
That "maybe it couldn’t," but he would be one
Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried.
So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin
On his face. If he worried he hid it.
He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn’t be done, and he did it.
Somebody scoffed: "Oh, you’ll never do that;
At least no one ever has done it."
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat,
And the first thing we knew he’d begun it.
With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin,
Without any doubting or quiddit,
He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn’t be done, and he did it.
There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done,
There are thousands to prophesy failure;
There are thousands to point out to you, one by one,
The dangers that wait to assail you.
But just buckle in with a bit of a grin,
Just take off your coat and go to it;
Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing
That "cannot be done," and you’ll do it.
(By Edgar Guest) 

(a) How many lines are in this poem?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b) (b) Identify two examples of repetition in the poem.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
(c) What do you learn about friendship from the lines “I’d like to be the help that you have
been always glad to be” as used in the poem?	(2 marks)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
SECTION D: DRAMMA 10 MARKS
Scene 1: The Village Conflict
(Setting: A small village in Kenya. Children are playing near a well. Villagers are gathered, arguing over water usage.)
Characters:
· Mama Akinyi – A wise village elder
· Juma – A hot-tempered young farmer
· Wanjiku – A schoolteacher
· Kibet – A playful boy
· Amina – Juma’s younger sister
· Villagers
(The stage opens with villagers in a heated argument near the community well. Juma is pointing angrily at a group of farmers.)
Juma: (angrily) Every morning, I come here to fetch water, but some of you take more than your share! How are we supposed to farm if the well dries up?
Wanjiku: (calmly) Juma, let’s not fight. We must find a way to share the water fairly.
Mama Akinyi: (raising her hands for silence) My children, we are one village! Fighting will not bring more water. We must find a solution together.
Amina: (worried) But, Mama Akinyi, the river is drying up! What will we do?
Kibet: (cheerfully) I have an idea! What if we dig another well?
Juma: (skeptical) Digging a well is not easy, Kibet. It takes time and effort.
Mama Akinyi: (smiling) That is true, but if we all work together, it will be easier.
Villagers: (murmuring) That’s a good idea… We must help each other.
Wanjiku: Let’s meet tomorrow and plan how we can dig the well together!
Mama Akinyi: (nodding) Yes! Unity is our strength.
(The villagers nod in agreement. The stage darkens as the villagers begin discussing their plan.)
End of Scene 1
	(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place?
	(2 marks)

	__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________

	(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play?
	(2 marks)

	__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________

	(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Juma.
	(4 marks)

	__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________

	(d) What shows that the society in this scene practices justice?
	(2 marks)



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
SECTION E: NOVEL. 10 MARKS
The morning sun cast golden rays over Maji Bora Village, a small but lively settlement along the banks of River Tumaini. The villagers depended on the river for everything—water for drinking, washing, and farming. But now, the river was slowly drying up, and fear gripped the hearts of many.
Amani, a 13-year-old girl with a strong spirit, stood near the riverbank, watching the thin stream of water flow lazily. Her younger brother, Baraka, skipped stones across the surface, unaware of the deep worry in his sister’s heart.
"Baraka," Amani sighed, "if the river disappears, what will happen to us?"
Baraka stopped skipping stones and looked up at her. "Maybe it will rain soon," he said hopefully.
Amani wasn’t so sure. She had overheard the village elders whispering about moving to another land if the drought continued. The thought of leaving their home, their memories, and the grave of their grandmother Bibi Nuru, was unbearable.
Determined to find a solution, Amani decided to speak to Mzee Jabali, the wisest elder in the village. She hurried through the dusty paths, greeting familiar faces along the way. When she arrived at the elder’s hut, she found him seated under an old baobab tree, carving a wooden walking stick.
"Mzee Jabali," Amani said breathlessly, "I need your advice."
The old man looked up, his wrinkled face kind but serious. "Ah, Amani, the girl with a heart of fire. What troubles you, child?"
"The river is dying," she said. "And I’m afraid our village will die with it."
Mzee Jabali nodded. "I feared this day would come. When I was your age, the river almost dried up, but the people of Maji Bora found a way to save it."
Amani’s eyes widened. "How?"
The elder smiled. "By planting trees."
Amani was confused. "Trees?"
Mzee Jabali chuckled. "Yes, child. Trees bring back the rain. Their roots hold the soil together, and their leaves call the clouds."
Excitement bubbled in Amani’s chest. "Then we must plant more trees!"
Mzee Jabali’s smile faded slightly. "It will not be easy. Some people will resist change. But if you can convince them, you might just save our home."
Amani knew what she had to do. She rushed home, gathered Baraka and her best friend Neema, and shared her plan. Together, they made posters, spoke to villagers, and gathered the youth to start a tree-planting movement.
At first, some villagers laughed. "What can trees do?" they scoffed. But when Mzee Jabali stood with Amani and told the villagers stories of the past, hearts began to change.
Days turned into weeks, and soon, green saplings lined the riverbanks. The young trees danced in the wind, whispering promises of a better future.
Then, one evening, as Amani sat outside watching the horizon, dark clouds began to gather. A strong wind blew across the land, and suddenly—raindrops!
The village erupted in cheers. Children ran into the streets, dancing in the rain. Amani laughed, lifting her face to the sky, knowing that their hard work had paid off.
Maji Bora Village would survive, after all.
	What is the setting of the story?
	(2 marks)

	_____________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________

	Describe two character traits of Amani.
	(4 marks)

	_____________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________

	Apart from Weche, name two other characters in this story.
	(2 marks)

	_____________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________

	What is the purpose of the dialogue in this story?
	(2 marks)

	_____________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________


.






MARKING SCHEME
SECTION A: COMPOSITION WRITING 
The Power of Kindness
It was a bright Monday morning when Amani set off for school. He was a cheerful boy who loved helping others, but on this particular day, something unusual happened. As he walked down the dusty village road, he noticed an old man struggling to carry a heavy sack. The man’s face was covered in sweat, and his hands trembled under the weight of the load.
Amani’s friends were ahead of him, laughing and chatting, but he could not ignore the old man’s struggle. Without hesitation, he rushed to his side. “Let me help you, sir,” he offered, reaching for the sack. The old man looked up, surprised, but then smiled warmly. “Thank you, young boy. May you be blessed.”
Together, they carried the sack to the man’s small hut, which stood at the edge of the village. The old man invited Amani inside and offered him a cup of warm porridge as a token of appreciation. Amani declined politely, explaining that he needed to get to school. The man patted his shoulder and said, “Kindness never goes unrewarded, my son.”
By the time Amani arrived at school, he was late. His teacher, Mr. Mutua, was already in class. “Why are you late, Amani?” he asked sternly. Amani hesitated, then explained what had happened. The class burst into laughter. “Helping an old man instead of getting to school on time? That was foolish,” some of his classmates mocked.
Mr. Mutua, however, silenced the class. “Amani did something that many of you would not do. He showed kindness and compassion. That is more valuable than being on time.” The class fell silent, and some students lowered their heads in embarrassment.
Days passed, and Amani soon forgot about the incident. Then, one afternoon, a luxurious car drove into the school compound. The students watched in amazement as a well-dressed elderly man stepped out. To Amani’s surprise, it was the old man he had helped! He walked straight to the principal’s office.
Moments later, the principal called Amani to the office. “Amani, do you know this man?” he asked. Amani nodded shyly. The old man smiled and turned to the principal. “This boy’s kindness touched my heart. I have decided to sponsor his education until university.”
Amani could not believe his ears. His heart raced with excitement. He had always worried about how his poor parents would afford his school fees, but now, a simple act of kindness had changed his life.
From that day on, Amani became an inspiration to his classmates. They learned that kindness, no matter how small, could lead to great rewards. Amani’s story spread throughout the village, reminding everyone that doing good never goes unnoticed.
Moral of the Story: A simple act of kindness can open doors to unexpected blessings.
SECTION B:ORAL LITERATURE
1. Why was Jango feared by the other animals in the forest?
Jango was feared because he was fierce and ruthless, hunting the other animals not only for food but also for fun.
2. What problem did Jango face during the dry season, and how did it affect his behavior?
During the dry season, food became scarce, which made Jango hungrier and more aggressive, leading him to become even more ruthless in hunting.
3. How did Kobi trick Jango into jumping into the well?
Kobi told Jango that there was a fatter and tastier hare in the king’s well. When Jango looked into the well, he saw his own reflection and believed it was another leopard guarding the hare. In his greed, he jumped in and got trapped.
4. What lesson does this story teach about intelligence and strength?
The story teaches that wisdom and quick thinking can defeat even the strongest opponents. Strength alone is not enough; intelligence is just as important, if not more.
5. If you were in Jango’s position, what would you have done differently to avoid being tricked?
If I were Jango, I would have thought carefully before acting. Instead of jumping in immediately, I would have checked if there was truly another hare or tried to confirm if the reflection was real before making a rash decision.
SECTION C: POETRY 
(a) How many lines are in this poem? (1 mark)
The poem has 24 lines in total.
(b) Identify two examples of repetition in the poem. (2 marks)
1. “That couldn’t be done, and he did it.” – This phrase is repeated at the end of the first and second stanzas.
2. “Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing” – This line appears in the last stanza, emphasizing determination.
(c) What do you learn about friendship from the lines “I’d like to be the help that you have been always glad to be” as used in the poem? (2 marks)
Friendship involves kindness and mutual support. The line suggests that a good friend should help others just as they have been helped in the past. True friendship is about giving and receiving assistance selflessly.
SECTION D: DRAMMA
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? (2 marks)
The events take place in a small village in Kenya, near a community well where villagers have gathered.
(b) What is the main problem in this scene of the play? (2 marks)
The main problem is the shortage of water in the village, which is causing conflicts among the villagers over water usage.
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Lazaro. (4 marks)
(Note: The name Lazaro does not appear in the scene. Did you mean Juma? If so, here’s the answer based on Juma’s character.)
1. Hot-tempered – Juma gets angry and accuses others of taking more than their share of water. Example: “Every morning, I come here to fetch water, but some of you take more than your share!”
2. Skeptical – Juma doubts that digging another well is possible. Example: “Digging a well is not easy, Kibet. It takes time and effort.”
(d) What shows that the society in this scene practices justice? (2 marks)
The society practices justice by encouraging peaceful dialogue and fairness. Mama Akinyi advises the villagers to work together instead of fighting, and Wanjiku suggests a fair solution—digging another well—to solve the water problem.
SECTION E: NOVEL
1. What is the setting of the story? (2 marks)
The story is set in Maji Bora Village, a small settlement along River Tumaini in Kenya. The village is facing a drought, and the people rely on the river for water and farming.
2. Describe two character traits of Weche. (4 marks)
(Note: The name "Weche" does not appear in the excerpt. Did you mean "Amani"? If so, here’s the answer based on Amani’s character.)
1. Determined – Amani is committed to saving her village by planting trees to bring back the rain. Example: She says, "Then we must plant more trees!" and works hard to convince the villagers.
2. Courageous – She is not afraid to speak to Mzee Jabali and challenge the villagers to take action despite their doubts. Example: She gathers the youth and starts a tree-planting movement.
3. Apart from Weche, name two other characters in this story. (2 marks)
1. Baraka – Amani’s younger brother, who is hopeful that it will rain.
2. Mzee Jabali – The wise elder who advises Amani on how to save the river.
4. What is the purpose of the dialogue in this story? (2 marks)
The dialogue helps to develop the plot by showing how Amani learns about tree planting and convinces the villagers. It also reveals character traits, such as Amani’s determination and Mzee Jabali’s wisdom
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